
A Pedestrian First Commercial High Street 
Vision for The Drive 



- Our vision for Commercial Drive speaks directly to the City’s Covid-19 Community Recovery 
Action Plan, which recognizes the vital role that local businesses play in our communities and 
their precarious circumstances in these challenging times. This plan also recognized the urgent 
need to create room, including more linear space, for safe physical distancing including while 
walking, cycling and shopping. 

- This Pedestrian First Vision is for The Drive to evolve as a more pedestrian-friendly street, vibrant, 
accessible and, first and foremost, walkable, while at the same time supporting business viability 
so that it remains a highly desirable local and regional commercial destination.
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Customers need easy and safe access to those businesses, by whatever mode they travel (by foot, mobility 
assisted device, bicycle, transit, car share or private vehicle). Our vision for The Drive includes: 

1) Widening sidewalks & enhancing crosswalks for pedestrians including seniors and the mobility 
challenged on The Drive.

2) Maintaining and improving on-street parking , which is vital for businesses.

3) Establishing new east/west bike route connections to The Drive from the nearby bike lane network on 
Woodland Drive, Lakewood Drive, East 10th Avenue and the Central Valley Greenway, and a potential 
new bike lane on Victoria Drive.

4) Enhance secure bike docking stations near the existing bike share mini-stations and the new Commercial 
Drive and Broadway Skytrain Station.

5) Work with the city and local artists to introduce a painted intersection program that celebrates and pays 
tribute to the vibrant cultures and peoples who make up the heartbeat and history of The Drive . This 
program would include paying tribute to 2SLGBTQ+ Indigenous and Italian communities. 

6) Slow the street. Commercial Drive should not be connector route for any form of transportation.

7) Request Council prioritize Commercial Drive as  ‘Pedestrian First Commercial High Street’.
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• Reduce the number of vehicle travel lanes south of 1st Avenue (where the street ROW is wider) from two 
lanes in each direction to one lane in each direction, to match the condition north of 1st Avenue .

• Adjust the width of the travel lanes and parking stalls so that they are consistent both north and south of 1st 
Avenue.

• Reallocate the recovered space to wider, more generous sidewalks on both sides of the street, while ensuring 
sufficient space for moving vehicles (including buses) and parked vehicles.

• Introduce enhanced crosswalks at all cross-streets, to improve safety and amenity for pedestrians including 
seniors and the mobility challenged moving along The Drive. 

• Enhance the public realm along the full length of The Drive including streetscape elements such as seating, 
landscaping, pedestrian lighting, street furniture, plazas, bike racks, decorative scramble crosswalks, banners, 
signage designating the heritage of the street, public art, etcetera. This would include permanently 
expanding the linear plaza of The Drive. 

• The CDBS has identified an opportunity to create a public plaza in the lane along the west side of the 
Broadway-Commercial Drive SkyTrain Station.

• This opportunity (of a public plaza) along with expanding the linear public space within sidewalks aligns 
directly with City Council direction to City staff to work with the CDBS to achieve recognition for this culturally 
significant area known as ‘Little Italy’ – this ‘Piazza’ concept along with more accessible sidewalks create a 
showpiece gateway to The Drive, and and enhanced high street experience, while achieving the goals of 
creating more open space throughout the city.

How To Achieve The Vision




